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education for older students more effective in vocational, eco-
nomic, and social ways should hasten the transition in ele-
mentary schools from grading proficiency in subject matter to
estimating the efficiency of the child as an individual.
The problem of changing from a subject-centered grading
system to recognizing the child as an efficient citizen in his
school is many-sided. In revising its program of recognition
the school must decide how to gather evidence of pupils'
learning and compile summary estimates of their growth, how
to state pupil progress fairly and accurately in terms of the
school's objectives, how to report progress of pupils to parents,
and how to educate teachers, parents, and pupils in a coopera-
tive plan of estimating, recording, and reporting progress.
Ways of effective gathering of data and pooling of opinions
on pupils' learning have been seen in the observational rec-
ords, in personal interviews with parents, in pupil-parerit-
teacher conferences, and in other evaluation processes.
Teachers' class records include pertinent data about each
pupil in the diagnostic, .intelligence, and achievement test re-
sults, records of his physical and mental health status, parents'
letters, anecdotes on his behavior, home situation, and family
cooperation, the child's own work reports, and other materials
which picture the direction and rate of his growth.
The cumulative record has been mentioned. To this file
is transferred annually that material from the teacher's cur-
rent file which is pertinent to a continuous record of the
child's growth. To this record also is added material which
shows something of the child's home and social background
and participation, i.e., significant parent letters, pupil project
reports, and school and community projects engaged in.
* Pupils of the primary and intermediate years, because of
their collecting interests, may get satisfaction by keeping rec-
ords and other evidence of what they have done. Upper ele-
mentary pupils may have a record folder of their own, or have
access to the teacher's file, lo these the child may place prog-
ress records of current projects, working plans of cooperative